YORK INToRNARTOIAT SOCIALISH GROUP MAGAZTINE

Vol 1 No 1

SR e i R A R R A 2 S e Ok bk e R R

WHERE WE STAND

Opponition to 0ll rulisg-clzss.policies and
orpganisations,

Worlkzers coutrol over production and a workers!
Stﬁ-tc-'

Onzosition to Luperialisn and support for all
dove wents of Matiopnal Idbervation,
Unconproaicing opoosition to nll forns of
racialisa and to all ndgratio:n controls,

et g s g N R R RO R o o e s o sk ol s e e e O

AERER LR AR AR N EFREFFXFREFFASE
T T T TS ESS S ST RS T E TR TR 2 S

CORTTIMS Pase

Editﬁrial ..I.I..‘COlOOODIIIICOIOOD Yorlk IS
COLIBAT gesssssedsssstasssansrsosoas Ulster
Agpﬁh’ll P T I I T L L R RO R Ni&;el‘i&

Artiele ..oeessseeessene Wonens! Liberation

o F WM =

GO}.l..ient T LR R B Th@ C':Gneral }Slection

PRS- LI PP R =l TIPS G R ln (2 [o o = 9
PO erennsioin s H6l0 walais wuioawenes s arad ARon 10
Article o eeeeseiessene soeeress Sowth Rovolt 11
TEtEeTr ossesssesssnsneasessse From New York 14
Broanch Prosrailile sesessseeesssesssansarsens G s i

Printed and Published by Yorl IS (University)




TSR IRERRATIONAT. SOCTALTS M GROUP. :

~ e

2s7 o maks all soris of grandiese claims about the work

(B
(84
b
&
holn
(o
a
a

&f ke grouyp in York.However,ihc reality is that we have sone through periods
zse 2ctivity,followed by sot bacls and disillusionmeut ,The major proble

is tzel iz onder to begin to have cny effect in putting over our politics %o

izdusTrial workers,we have tc be consistent,not only in our political views,

=

tut alsc in any activity we undertolic.Against this we nust always guard agains'

N

becone merely a . ritual.Jjt is sometipes hard to

the possaliliby of wctivity
admit that work which has been going on over a period of tine,involving a
great deal of commitment has been fruitless.But we have to be continuously
rrepared to face this possability,

Desrite this and other prodlens,we :ave over the vast

H,

ive years,sliowly
establisicd close contacts in a number of different creas in the town,and
now seci to bw begining to reap the rewards of that work,

Iast year a factory bulletin was started for the Railway Workshops,This
only ran to four cditiens,but as a rcsult of the experience gained through

to start a new one this year.In addition we hope to preduce
bulietins for Rowntrees and the National Redfern glass works by the end of
the year.In all these placcs we have now established contacts,and the success
of the bulletins,which denend updn inside infornotion and distribution is
nore probable,
We have also sold Socialist Worker around the Council Estates.One result
of this was that a aumber of people were brought together and helped fornm
Tenenta Associations.These have had their ups and downs,but sccm to be
slowly gathering strength.In conjuaction with this wz would like to help
form a Claiments Union,to hclp vrotect those drawing social security.There :
is a Child Foverty fAction Group also working in this arca,and we hope that
sorle forit of jodnt wvorle throusli the Socializt Federziion will be rossible,
Ir the university the position seems to be onc of uneasy gquiescence,
Some of the gains won in the past have becn croded by a combination of student
indifference,and a nore concerted attagk br the ad:iiistration and a number
of 'liberal' acadcnics.Constant pressure sust bo kKept up by students for a
voice in the running and caricula of their ccurses,and in the administartion
of the university as a wholec.We nust also continuc to demond that university
facilities are made available to those outside,and rparticularly to those in
nced such as the Gypsices ctce

Ffinally,with the decline of the formal organs of left wing politics it
becomes increasingly important that some programme of political cducation
is provided,We hiope to go some way towards this,in conjunction with the
Socialist Federation and its constituent associations,.But political education
in isolation is as meaningless as nindless activity,For those who are serious
about building the basis for a revolutionary transformation of our socicty

we can offer plenty of work.,What we can't offer are any guarantees about

its success b
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A year after the burning,sciooting and looting of last August in

Belfast and Derry,tle dilleia of British Rule is 5till no nearer 501~

ution,rressure for intervention canwe frox tuo quaters.lfirst the Catholie
minority creeted such o widespread challenge that West.inster was faced

with either standing by,and watching a Catholic nasusacre by the Paisley=-
ites,or the virtual take over of port of the United Kinpdon by the peoplel
Second,in Eirc there was increasing pressure for intervention in the North
on behalf of the Cotholics.Such an act would not only have had the obvious
serious repercussions of a military confronteotion with British troops,but
also would have brouzht into cuestion the availability of tngland as a
sarlict for Irish produce,Therefore the iLire CGoveranioent nade strong repre-
sentations to Wesmtuinster to net then off the hook by sone foru of inter-
vention ostensibly on behalf of the Catholic riinority.

lowever there were scveral obstacles in the way for asny intervention
short of moving in the troops,The Unionists were not willing to iake cven
the suallest concessions because they regarded any refori a the thin edge
of the wedpge wiaich would ultiuately lead to the end of their domination.
At the saue tize the Covernient of sire felt that they were not able to
jettison (at least publicaly) what rcnained of their unfulfilled deuands,
arising out of the conclusion of their strussle against Dritish Rule het-
ween 1916 and 1923 ,without serious internal trouble,Most iuportantly,the
working class Catholics in Ulster,who had been fishtineg for years to get
the rost riininal reforns,no longer had ony faith in any forn of Unionist
control,Nor were thcy prepared to be pacified by the traditional Catholiec
leaders who had won a handful of concessions for the Catholic niddle classa

Thus the use of troops in Ulcter had two functions; first to appease
Dublin by restrainins the Paisleyite fonatics,and secondly to ran the
tnew order' of reform Unionisn down tie throats of the Catholic workers
if they were unot prepared to accept it willingly.

But the Dritish troops were not tough with the Catholics to satisfy
the right wing of the Uanion igt party and the Pails leyites.These groups arce
now dencading the usc of tie smeclal Fowers ict.This legolises the arrest
of political opponents without char@e;indefithc imprisoniient without
trialjthe boaning of newspapers and nagazines;ier 1d the ability to seorch
without worronts,If their demands are not net,the Unionist right wing
are deteritined to overtarow Chichestor-Clark and renlace hiim with sone-
one 1like Craip.Already they've been able to forstall local goveranent
sl sotionr,due to be held this year to 16572

At the soue tire the troops hoave not been able to breal: tlie resist-
ance of the anti-Unionists,The workers of areas 1ile the alls Road,are

for jore hittar dn thedr . hoetility to nilitoary iatervenkion now,than they
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were o year ago.Young Cotholics in particular ore increasingly nilitant,

Huch of this is directed into the Provisionals ( a brealtaway wing of the

1,

IRA) which concentrate on brave but futile coufrontations with the troops,
But at the saue tisie Republicans are becoillng more sympathetic to revow-
lutionary socielisi,and are collaborating with grouns cuch as Peoples
Deiiocracy.

Socialists in Worthern Ireland sce the nced to fight on two fronts:

The fight ascinst Storsont for civil and politicel rightsjand the fight

for working clooo waity in & strugsle egainst uneonloy.ent,the bosses,
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The Dritish Left must give every possible supnort to this struggle.

36
The nost effective way to do this is to strengthen the Irish Civil Rights
So%. rity Canpaign in this country.lo this end a Conicrence to generate
and orpanise susport has been orponised on October 10th and 11th in

Sirninghan.inyone interscted in joing should contact Mike Lonax,Chairman

of the Vork daiverpity Socialist Federation,

M TWHIT s s a0
flcauwhile,excluded in the 1edia by the iore tnewsworthy! events

in the Middle uBest,the fisht ztill joes on in Ireland,Scuth-last Asia,
- 5

aad Africa, Onc result of this lack of dnterest is thet vlhe attoack by

the dilitary ~overiuaent of riigeria on socialists,cnd in particular the

atte.pt to shut down the "Higerian Socialist’ - tho pader of t e
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Higerian Labour Yarty = is virtually usiziown outosi country.

The maper chapioned strilkes ix the Federal leg ion,hard hit by
inflation before, and during tle war,Zerly lect year it ran = series of
articles exwosing the ruling closs! links with fereign bil business,
One of the owners nailed,a docl: crntractor,sued the paper for libel and
was awarded 22000 danages,Doclers stoged a sy.pathy strike in supnort of
thie paper which depends entirely ox ti. dedication of workers for funds =
it carrics no advertising.Since tlie Court case it has not been able to
publish.Since it is illegcl to lounch cn avpeal in Wigeria,and all atteunpts
to collcet noney fornr individual supporters and at factory pgates are
srevented by the Public Collection Ordinance,funds to prevent the editer
being jailed,and to cnable resunption of publication,will have to be
collected outside thce country.

WE AVPEAL TO ALL SOCIALISTS 10 GIVi WHAT THEY CAN
Moncy should be sent to 'The Nigerian ILabour Party',c/o Tanji Osoby,
192 Stoke Newington High Strecet,london N 16, (0r Jin Bdaundsen, 28 New

Walk Werrace, Yorlk or c¢/o Langwith Collcge).
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WOMEN'S LIDGRATION AND RADICAL LEFT GROUPS

Over the pact few years the West has witnessed the development
of a significant Weman's Liberation Movement. It is evident
that the Movement originated among women involved in radical
politics.( It is as long ago as 1966 that Juliet Mitchell's
article ' The Longest Revolution' appearcd in New Left REview
providing the British Left with an account of socialists! and
marxists' approaches to the family and a comparitively new
analysis of Women's oppression.) It is apparent that the
changes that have taken place in radical politics over the
past decade has helped to accelerate Women's Liberation as an
organised movement, The difference between the Left in the
late 50's and the late 60's is important when taken as a basis
for understanding why there was no Women's Liberation Movement
until recently.

1n this context the change in the Left's attitude towards
emerging groups is the significant factor. The 01d Left .
seemed to consider that what mattered was the number of people
it could reach within these new groups and move around to its
way of thinking,i.e. it was incinceivale to sink differences
of opinion. In consequence further fragmentation of the Left
occurred and there was hesitancy, even hostility exhibited
towards groups which did not immediately adopt the 'correct
line!t,

The change of attitude towards the student movement in 1968
due to the success of collective action in France etc., was &
crucial turning mnoint., Although perhaps debateable in practice,
I.8., amongst others, announced (I.8.33) that they;

'were prepared to merge our organisation with any others
which share our escnse of the urgent need for united
action., If our differences inhibit what we can do, the

left is likely to be permenently condemned to irrelevance.”

The importance of this change in the radical movement,which strongly
influenced the formation of Women's Iiberation,was a subsequent
recognition that it was possible that a generalised movement for
revolution was not viable to fight all kinds of oppresion which were
specific to individual groupings within society (i.e. the student
movement,Black Power etce ) Jrom the point of view of left groups
this was not to deny that such groups should be correctly linked
ideologically to other types of specific or general oppression,.

Sheila Rowbotham emphasises this in her article 'Womens Liberation
and the New Politics!.After quoting Mao Tse Tung's allusion to

minority groups talking power into their own hands,she goes on to
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But closer related is the realisation within Marxisn of

the inter-loeking natume o7 oppresions and the siguificance

of hegamonic control N

There are many difforenc 5 between the olg and the new Lokt
but perhaps whal has been discussed so far van sgerve asz g brief under=-
stanaing of why there was no Women's Liberatiopn mevement until two
or thres vears ago.After all there were always women involved in
left political groups,Tiizir position in these groups was much the same
ten years ago as it was six nonths ago.They were .active but the roles
open to them within the movement were those of leaflet distributors,
typizts,ete, Male chavvinium was certainly not abeent i The ideologues
were male:leadership of the groups was male,but women in the left dig
not appear to fcel that soclety was °ppresing them any more than it had
oppresed anyone else,In othey words they did uot believe that male
chauvinism had defined their role in the movement: ,

Thus it was partly due Lo the lack of consciousness on the
part of the women that a specific movement was not considered nece-
essary until recently,and partly due,as above mentioned,to the Left
ideology of the timeoUp until the mig sixties 4t wic . argued that if
Covitaliosm ic the oot of &ll'oppresion,and if it and its institutional
structures were changed,then each oppresion in its various different
nanifestations would also end.It did noct seem to occur to women at
that time that afser the revolution wonien might not be free,

In the mid sirxties,groups began once more to organise around
their own sense of Oppresaion and related concerns: tenant activista

feught against ront increase:studentcs demonstrably question 'academieg
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rights!;workers began siriking with inereasing fre uency - all these
1
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could be seen as being implicitly anti-canita n the face of thig
r

seening diversification of evelutionary rotentinl,loft groups began

to envisage incorporating the swecifin gricvances demonstrated by these
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groups into their own political framew

In America this similor cazvge of ettiiude in the lerft was
accompanied by a recogniticn of the importancs of creating alternative
life styles.Clearly thip life Style,or culturs? ravolution,where
adopted by an individunl within the left can lead to o consciousness
of opprossion on an individual basis.Because this wos more widely
adopted in America than in Britain,it is nos: surprising that left
wing women there began noticing oppression in traditional velation-
ships between women and men,whereas hore it seems thot it was Women's
Liberation rather than loft wing women who exzerted Pressure for this
recognition (E.g. the Faster I.S, Conference).,

There has been a fair angunt of discussion as to the perspecw

tives of Women's Liberation,It Wwas cspecially noticeable at the



National Oxford Conferonce that there were opposing attitudes,even
among the radical women,It istPediverging theoretical attitudes of
these women which should be considered seriously by left groups,.

There are numerous variations on the theoretical theme that
Wioments ILiberation is inherently revolutionary.The more extremist,
quasi-political,feminist line seecs the gencsis of all oppression
in society as the exploitation of women,and thereby maintains that
the only way to revolution is through the liberation of women.For
some women this conveniently justifies their non-participation in
other revolutionary groups,

A position that a number of industrially orientated women take
is that capitalism relies to such a great extent on the exploitation
cf women that any attempt to redefine the role of women on an equal
basis with men would necessitate the collapse of capitalism,This is
close to the attitude Audrey Wisc and L.Lloyd take,

Others,notably those affiliated in some way with I.S. or I.M.G.
see participation in Women's Liberation as a way to radicalise
women who are just becoming conscious of their own oppression,

In other words it can be secn as a means of approaching groups of

non revolutionary women,learning from them more ebout their immediate
gricvances,and helping to bring home to them the nature of the
oppression not only which they undergo as women,but that all people
undergo in a repressive society.One of the activities that form

part of Women's ILiberation may demonstrate the notential problems

the group faces,

One of its major functions,at least in Britain,has been that of
o support group.In York this is the position we find ourselves in
with relation to a 'Mothers Alone' group,members of which have
attended Women's Liberation meetings,.I think the group can play an
important pert in raising the concciousness these women have of
their own personal problems and rclating them to the problems which
confrnt women in industry and day to day life.Whilec the value of acting
as a support group is unquestionable,the fact that personal oppression
is a result of female oppression plus class oppression may easily
become disguised,It is very easy for Women's Liberation to fall into
the trap of agrecing that men arc the enemy,when capitalism is the
enemy par exccllence.If one were to develope the former attitude to
the extreme,it would bc implied that the revolution entails struggle
on the basis of sex, not class.

Fully aware of the unwholesome !'more revolutionary than thout .
attitude of many left groups,it is important to stress that Women's
Liberation does hold definite possabilities of developing a revolu~
tionary consciousness and of threatening institutions within capital-

ist society.It can only serve as a means for this end¢however, if
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it develops beyond the conscinusness of individual oppression and

individual ways of coping with it.But,although gencral dcmands such

as the right oi entry by women into industry are of prime importance

n to say that left groups should reduce Women's
Liberation mercly to an sconcmic function,

this does not mes

Julict Mitchell,I believe
rightly.suggests in her article 'The Longest Revolution' :

Beconomic demands are still primary, but must be accompanied

by cohercnt policies for the ovher cloments (di.e. reproduction,
SIoE

cxuality,socialisation,and f£imil-ial patterns),policies which at

particular junctures may take over the primary role in immecdiate action,"

It is radically important for Women's Liberation to move out

beyond our own group,to communicating and organising where possible

the nceds of women who are not yet even conscious of what is the basis

of their oppression or thet anything can be done to alleviate or

change their lives,bearing in wmind all the time that the argument
for women's liberation must be closely connected to the liberation

of others,

The verious diifercent aspects of female oppression in capitalist

society have been taken as a basic assulnption.The inportance of the
Women's Iiberation mocement in a revolutionary context will only

be finally impressed upon leoft groups when women within the movement
prove that it is one of the most dehumanising forms of oppression.
When the demands of Women's Liberation become directly related to
those of other oppressed groups then andonly thén, will it make a
real impact,

Juli=t 4sh
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*For details about the IS Book Service enguire at the *
*Socialist Federation Bookstall, *
*I.8. Publications include N
*T CLiff The Employers Offensive 6/ = “
*C oBarker The Pilkington Strike 2/ = N
*P,CLiff Rosa Luxcmburg 5/« "
“I.Birchall France 2/6 "
*C .Harman et.,al Education,Capitalisnm "
* and the Student Revolt b/a i
*Back copies af the journal can be obtained 3/ ¥
"
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THE VOTE AND THE ELECTIQN‘

Peter Sedgwick

™e sweeping Tory victory has sent a wave of guilt, as well as of sheer shock,
smorz fthe ranks of the independent Left. "This is our doing?" people have said
pemorsefully: should we perhaps have supported Labour after all? As an unrepent-
—-st ntionalist I want to consider the lessons of the election and its result.
e return of a Tory governmient is a defeat for the working class, or at any
==%e = sserious reverse; lthis is undoubtedly the case. But the return of a Labour
governoent under "ilson would also have been a working class defeat. It is
izgessible to estimate relatively the size of either blow: wage freeze versus
smSi-union laws. Therewas no way at this election for Britains workers to win.

Ewen if we admit thal "the Tories are worse'; their victory has the same impl-
ication as the victory of Nixon over Humphreys The Republicans are worse, and
t2eir triumph was the triumph of the party of business asnd right-wing reaction -

- But that does not mean that workers =nd Socialists could or should support
the otheor capitalisgt and imperialist party.

If their is little discrimination to be made between Tory and Labour at the
level of government, at_the level of conciousness implied in the electoral
ezzcome, thete most certainly is. Heath's sudden victory reflects the impact
=¥ Zcwell and the shift towards {he Tories in this sense proceeds from g wave of

czular racism. VWilson's debacle can partly Pe attributed to the failure of
3= campaign to challenge Powellism and racialism directly.

Is the mass abstentionist characteristic or *his election also an index of
2efezt? Ithink not. If Labour could not pull out its supporters, then it
Zeserved to lose. Pefusal to vote for g party and a leader who only had a series
of election gimmicks and some patter about the trade surplus reflects political
rz=turity rather than politiczl apathy. DLabour did not try to mobilise because
i% rad no issues and no politics around which to mobilise. To blame the elect-
cr=te for their failure to fturn out is the politician's lamest excuse. .

Two main conclusions need to be drawn from the verdict of June 18;:
> The Tories must be fought. They have a programme for restricting strikes

union rights. The answer to this must be LET THEM D4RE! They will unleash
biggest struggles that British history has ever seen.

Tqually they have a programme for attacking students, banning the sit-in
strengthening their cwn bhrand of”law and order". Againi: LET THEM DARE TO
IT! Particularly here. BStudents must more than ever strenthen their links
h the trade union movement to face the common attack.
Y ¥o illusions in lLabours: build the alternative. There is only one possible
_v1u51on for those who blame the left Zhé abstentionistss they themselves should
been canvassing. The revolutionary Left did not canvass or offer any
ematic support for ¥Vilson. If comrades are going to cuestion the "Plague
sz toth your houses" stand of the rest of us, they should at least have the
gxts to tell us whal arguments they would use in favour of Wilson. The fact is
22 course that it was imgg§sible to produce any rational argument in favour of
“ilson that was not a straightforward liberal, marginal-reformist sweetener
/iike comprehensive cducation) for the bitter pill of wage-freeze and capit-
uiztion to racism.

Doubtless we shall seec once again the rush of the "entrist" Marxists into
+-e hollow shell of Social Democrazy. (Why not try the Liberal party, it's

ripe for the take-over surely?) Those who try this tactic will adapt to the
=tsenpt to pick up a few dlSlllueloned Socigl Democrats, donning the lLiabourite
sy clanid oo hendes D 0T MEatrdia”™ a 1a Poanrth Trterrational.  The
5:3y trouble, as ever. Wil bp 10 tell Just whi 15 enitsring wiv.

The only way of combating fTorvism in a way that will not immediately lend
support to the Labour traivors iz to consiruct an open socialist alternative
outside and in oppositivan to the Labour party, viable and frank and militant,

¥

v

!,.

(=

N
. £

(1)
v

1
] Iﬁ'-'

IS
‘——b‘ i

¥ O K
LR (l

|

[T M

)y n
1 v
r" (D

¥oich dn oors llar car be said of Fereld Willsra and his following, "Left" or
Zight.
This was the lowest turnout since 1918, we are told. hy should this fact

te deplored? 1918 was the most revolutionary year in British labour history.
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D MAKCTT CAMPATGN:

The Malkoni elostion campaign. 'as received much: the same reaction from
the lefl as from ike michd . = boiiongic, apatBy occasionally eparking into
outright hostility, Maloni ~.! wuis pperters frealy admit o making mistakes
of boih a tactical and ideonlnagical sature, bul newerthelevs: the responee
from left-wingers Yo & geauine alteinative at last to the three Parliiamentary
pariies has certainiy been disappointing.,

It wvas sitated at the ouvset of flw campalg that 1f Makoni thought he
could win the scot for Howden lLe probably would not have stood. There was
no question of running a campaign. in the ususl vote-catching sense; the
election was merely heing used az o platform for Makoni in particular and
his supporters in gensral 4o put their views ecress to a potentially nation-
wide audience of presumably disillusicned voters. Tt wey Probably a mistake
to svand in Howden - York would no doubi have pravided a sharper focus for
publicity as well as a particularly easy Tory target - but Makonits mair
platform, anti-rasialirm, is just s relevant 1o the Howden farmers who
return Paul Bryesn each electicn as to Powell's Wolverhampion constituents,
Once the nominatiom papsrs were accepted; however, ther was nothing to prevent
Makoni "ecampaigning' in other paris of the countzy, which he was able to do,
thanks to his staituy as a parliaventary candidate. For once, he had to be
taken serinosly by the proféssional roeliticiang, and even had Askew admnitting
that one of his best friends was a blael,

An dmpreviced yel effective strest theaire performed in Driffield,
Pocklington, Yeul:;, London and Dradford and helped to btreak down the barriers
bevween Makoni ard the voters. The press coverage wzs not so helpful -
purely factual stbatements of Makoni's stand and fruitless interviews with
the Sunday Times and the Quardian. Apublicity stunt involving a dog produced
better results - nciebly in lLeeds and Shafficld.

The mest prowmising aspect of the Campaign, however, was in the field
where Makeni hoped to make his liggest impression - in personal confront-
ations with the British voter. Mi.3 and again, ZAA at lMakoni's meetings
and at those of Tories whici ho atiended, useful discussion groups would take
place betweon the sudience and students ounce +the cpeechifying was over,

This wae where the campaimm wes unrdoubtedly a success - in pointing out the
faults of the existing stnucture; in presenting a socialist alternative to
the people in words they could comprebsnd, witiout negking them feel they
were listening to so much Marzian Jargon. Onee the heckling had finished
the people - the old folk in particular - were very ready to listen to what
we had to say and usually went a great way in agreeing with our demands:
Makoni's 154 votes as a result of three conaziituency meetings surely provs
thie,
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As well as support from the older generation; the newly enfranchised
youth of Britain would appear to bs cager to aliga themnelves to a radiesl
alternative, given the opportunity. They proved willing to assist with
leafleting and with the streei theasre but, more importantly, they wanted to
talk. This in itself is probably thue biggest of those left groups who pre-
ferred to have nothing to do with Makeni Lecause of ideological aberrations.,

The Makoni campaign's experience has shown. that there is the potential
to not only a Tory government but to its Labour alternative as well, It is
now up to his supporiers to find the means of tapping this source. One obvious
solution is increased activity and inter-action with the disillusioned
electorate on cach issue the Tory government cares to raise (er ignore).
One thing is certaila: the answer is not to be found merely bty discussions
in college couifee-bars. With the Tories in rower, incresed activitx is the
only solution,

L= ST

Dave Barier
NOTE for 1st Year studsniz. Torderai Makeni is a graduate student at
York from Zimbabwe who was inprisoned by the Smith regime for distributing
leaflets.
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Tver, conman needs a sucker
Ivery sucker neods to be conned
Zou don't have to be a atupid mucker

|

If you don't count your charnge don‘t squeal if it's wrong.

¥e have got a spscial pedigres
From Karl Marx's holy family tree

th an Engels-pure hercdity

- then wz crosss
Volcess
& 3 Lenin fucked my grandma.
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v
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Trotsky fucked my mam.

Uncle Ho,

arel mele Jo
Not to speak of Chairman Mo,
&2 And that sexy old Malchno,
1, 2, 3, & 4 AllL of the great bods had a go,
[zrescendos ) SO SER WHAT A BIC STRONG LAD
I AMLLY

e i = B
L

Every junkie nsads a mania
Zvery politico nceds Tanwania
Yoscow, Castro or Albanias

Malia your vow.
Zvery setback needs a victory
“very doubt must have a mysterny

We'ie hcoked on history umow.

ANON TRAD,
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THE _YOUTH REVOIT =~  D,Gibson

After the sccond world war,western capitalism began to experience an
unprecedented boon,The contrast in the living conditions between the fifties
and the pre~war days wis oo aarked that issues such as poverty dropped fron
the news,though not ocut of exirstance,The Welfare 8tate,it was assuued, wac
providing & decent cteundard of living for everyone,This cosy view of pre=
doninantly middle clacs folk was ghattered by the eciiplosive advent of the
Teddy Beyo along with their all cibracing cultural expressions of revolt,
These 'ungrateful'! recipients of the welfare sctate were the foreruaners of
what has since developedinto o conpnrdtively large scale involvenent of
youth in conflict.

The ‘Ted?! wop a worlidng cloass plhencnenon,whose enploynent tended to cone-

oist of o dreary cysle of wu.iilled werls,Getting his nanme from his Ldwardian
style jJacket and ‘drainpipe! tisisers,the teddy boy noveuent developed all

the najor charccber lotics ol rwooessive youth cults by oceptring - his revolt
around dress and auslcgypersconiiied by Elvis Presley,
"lechnically,of course.Bill Haley was singing rock and roll,and

causing riots before Llvis,but since Haley was nearly 30 and his rwusic

[k

4

was souped-up country and wesirn,he hardly qualified as a teen age idol,

non

Elvis was diffcrent -~ he was young and arrogant and outragcously sexy,and

he was the fivst tzenage synbol that fost grown-ups could never possibly
share inefe was a4 Sullwblooded osplt in the eye of adult authoritye.."

Hot for Zong of coursa.fer his noney and iuage conscious nanager
Colonel Parler soon persuclied /i3 of tlie need to be respectable,and Elvis

Linoe o rcbel-zadesgood ctars.In both uusic and

becrrie the first in o ion

surgeols stondards,ond despite

» in on tihese trends,tliey neverthe-
wrally exzrecood rejection of capitalist

socicty.

The origins of this revolt lies in the fact that under such o systen

g

a siall capitalist class exploeits the labour,and hence the lives,of the

najority of the populatioun,but it necded the specific conditions of the

fifties to trigger off the revelt in thioc forn.For the Iirst ftime,working

[ X

o~

class youth were eoarning sufficient noney to give then sone econonic inde=
vendence Trown the home,If he had been ciiployed at all in the thirties,his
wage would have gone to supplenent the fardly incoume.This econoiilec power
gave the ilupetus bo the youth nusic and dress industriec,It clso enabled
working class youth to seek entertainnent,and generally the only entertain-
.
went available which could be specifically youth was the coffee bar.Thus
the usual pattern for working class youth,which was very closely bound
within a short geopgraphicel radius froi the hoiie,was broken,and the basis

* Pop fronr the Deginings Niclk Cohen Palladin Press
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far 2 ronid opie ” oF or?oowal dScatitior, loid. The econonde power that nade
1A

t2is possible shoald not,however, be overcenphasised.These unskilled worlers

were hodly nadd and o0& Toder tlere wan an underlying probleid of youth un-

sonlovacnt, HMoney to burw?! s a literal deception but nevertheless a uodicun
a% =2cononice indepence wne epaulished,

The traditioanl auviacrcitarian repression of youth depends upon the

en ap onc of its nailn weapons,With the introduction of the

siun after the wer and the rigld categorisation of pupils into passed

== fawled,gramine and sceondary moderm,the najority of working class children
sme destined for overtliy scecond class educction,Thus along with sone
zecrniic dndependence there grew the self conscious isolation and geperation

vouth,storlily reflecting the class divisions of soclety.Fron cvery

crsocetive toe working clisios papidi wes deprived as was clearly born out

troo ostudy deuwe Ly Jacksos wnl Marsden Y .00 wonder then at the bittcrness
2d tenacity of e wevorh o .2 nos susteined itself through a plethora

of cultsa,

The noce forced thalt iead to tiese also precipitated increasing

-

zuilkers of il

daie class youth inte rebellion,though these tended to be
expressed iu lasc violent and rore fpolitical! foris,For a tine the nedia

turned its attentiilon to their own sous and doughters.Then suddenly,with

he sane senwc of shock,horror ond idignation that they had displayed

sowards the Teds,the nedia were forced by the Skinheads = the iwost class=~
consecious youth cult yet = to odnit the existance of a large section of
the population conveniently - potten for over a decadeo,

Tn 4he lather hoif ot sae sixlies with the open attacks of a

Zabour Governrlent ou the oo tose(wage restraints,cut backs in the

social services,threatened legnl acticns agalsnt strikes etc.) a new indus=
trial silitoncy cuerged ancag the working class,.This was reflected in the
growth of the Skinhoads,gouaded by the sasie economic conditions which
prompted the attack on workers generally.

Skinheads heve arouscd sone controversy in the radicol press.For
instonce in the Bluck Dwarf last year,John doyland wrote,

"Phe skinheads are the real drop-outs...The skinhead is rejected
by mociety.He is dropped out because he istthick?!,because he can't cope
with the rcsponsabiliby,because he's disorganised.He lands up in the
lowest paid job where he has to work long hours before going back %o
a hone that has blatantly uissed out on the glitter of the affluent
cociety',

He goes on to mtress their claogo-conseiousness,expressed in their
dress,and their attacks on the aiddle class drop~out world.This does
2ot mean bthat there iz not confiion in their exprcosions of classe

conmciousness.Scections of tie skinhends have reacte. to their probiciy
*{Education and the Working Class Penguin)




by racialist attaoks,pnrticulnri?t%ﬁ Pakistanis.On the other hand they have
proved themselves industrially militant and clong with other worlking-class
youth were active in the strug.le in Derry against the 'B' Specials and the
RUC last year.

Agoin,the forces that pressure the zkinheads in this Gircction,are also
affecting increasing nunbers of niddle class youth,For the first tine in
nony years there scens to be soime possability of linking these two novenents,
Without trying to exagerate an isolated incident into a nolitical trend,an
exaunple of this werging can be seen in the recent trouble at Folkstone,

Like nost other Southern sea-side resorts,Folkstone is a reactionary
suall town,with a Tory Council donminated by small local businesnen,The nain
youth centres are two coffec bars in the High Street,and being a snall town
these attract a broad cross~scction of young pcople.Both the Vietnaiese
Solitarity Canpaign,and the Schools Action Union have had a coinparatively
strong local basc.last May,the council called on the police to clean up the
town's 'youth problen',.,as a responsce to traders fears of potential holiday-
makers being put off by nedia scares about skinheads and general hooliganisri,

Police harassrient has been a regular feature in Folkstone,but this part=-
icular weck-end,as part of theirclean up drive,they started naking arbitrary
arrests.As a responsc,an organised group of about 150 led by young seaqilen
snashed up the Tory party HQ,ond the next week held a deronstration outsidoe
the Magistrates! Cowr}.This denonstration was douinated by werking class
youlih,and supported by students frou Kent university.Lorge street mectings,
of a high nolitical content followed up,but as with any noveilent of this
nature = specific in its linited ailns,and isolated froui any gencral riovenent -
it died down after a couple of weeksj;thouph sparodic infornation indicates
a sinmering of discontent that is likely to surface.But the erperience of

olkstone indicates the recvolutionary potential of working class youth,

The difference between the 50's and O0's is the increasing presence of
politics,and it is this that nakes t.e possability of linking the'radicalisnt
of students with the !'riotous behaviour! of young workers.The apparant
barriers between rocker and skinhcad,working class and student,are not as
great as we are lecad to believe,The aain barricr is our lack of conviction
that they can be overcouejyet if a revolublion is ever to be achicved the
groundwork has to be laid now in working to unite these groups into a single
cohesive force,The prospects ray be uncertain,but they are better than they
have ever been before,and the returns may well be crucial in tipping the

revolutionary balancec,
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LTTER FROM NEW YORK

.froa Peter Scdgwick ~ lecturer in Politics at York University in New York
I20 cne year on an cxchange visit)
«++ New York rents are colossal,l an renting this 3 bedroon apartient,
Zzranished,in a very unfoshionable part of town for 360 dollars a ronth
zlus a2gent's fee of a wonths rentj;and thats the asking price around herc,

2z equivalent of £1700 p.a, in English rioncey e..

I've been in a counstant state of toing and froing and fixing up

Tzings,Myths to explode;you don't get mugged,women can welk alone at night,

T oo i
S

night I travelled all the way frou Manhattan out here on the subway

5 a.i, and was perfectly all right.Lots of pecople are around at all

' .
o
[}

The Womens' Lib. thing is HUGE,mostly lilgeral,Therc is even a wonens

2it, calendar checking off impertant dotes of female emancipation,Panthers

zzi Young Lorde (Pucrtc Rican equivelent,but less gun fixated) arc rather

\‘:
b g}

22,but just held a coavention of 0000 along with womens lib.,Gay lib etc,

o draft a new Constitution for the U,S..'Black Panther' is sold very

(B
It

rzely in white liberal quarters by Brown youngsters getting 5 cents

(V]
(o]

mmission a copy.A film on Eldridge Cleaver is playing in a swmert cinena;
rzzce liberalism is dmmenscly richYou get expensive ornamcnts on sale in
toutiques with the good old CHND syribol as the mailn desighees

Wiith the Congressional elections coming up,support for Mayor ILindsay
I¢r re~clection,on the grounds that the black community self-help prograne
wsuld be chopped if the other side got in,is growing anongst old 'new lefties!,
Jzarly all US radicals I gucss will go this wayees

Met New York I.S. last nightj;about as big as tlhie York branch at its most
Ilourashing.lMature intimate circle orientcd towards working in the coming
.?7?) United Automobile Workers' strike next week.Lots of well thought
cut position papers circulate,,,

Iy neighbourhood:lots of pizza luncheoncttes and bagel schops,.Pucrto
Zican block up the strect,very lively:lots of small scale racist sentinnet
- :ong white lower class againcet the 'welfare people! (Home from home?)but
zsthing very bitter{Yet).Colege bookstalls sell pilcs of litcrature but no
Mazr¥ or cvenl I'reud.e.

Ls for myself:Anerican bureaucracy is insanejrefusing me the Health
iringe benefits which I was promised in writingj;...Whatever onc does here,
sne aust not get ILL.Its just too expensive (100 dollars a day for board
zlsna,in hospital,for instance)..s

Last night a tall skinny agoniscd 20yr, old with burning cycs stopped
=: znd asked for !'just a nickel or a dine!:when I hesitated he said 'Tuck
wou' so well that I gave him all my change.His desperation no whit dinin-
ishzd,he at once begged with the sane heartrending fervour frowm other
zssors-by YJust a nickel or a dimc..,"

Fraternally Pete Sedgwick



YORK INTHRNATIONAL SOCIALIST GROUP

Branch Trozramme Cetober 197Q - June 1971

Meetings are held on Wednesdays a* 7,30 at the Lowther Hotel,Rings Staith

off Cliffcrd Street,York uniess otherwise stated.Socialist Worker is sold
every Thursday in the University Colleges and every W/E around the estates,
OCTOBER 1st, Business

T Pthe i
Fri. O9th,. Sccilety's Mart at the University
W/E 10/11, Irish Solidarity Canmpaign, Founding Conferenec,Birmintn,
Sun. 1i. Regional Committe meeting
14th, Business
Thurs.15th, Higel Fountain on the threat from the Right.Editor of
Idiot International,
2lst, Business
W/E 24/25 , Tnetitute for Workers! Control Conference.Birminghame
28th. R,Locker - lecturcr in Politics at York,and ex National
Committee member of IS ~ on Marxist Fhilosophy.
W/E 30/1s%, 3rd, World Conference. .Birminghan,
NOVEMBER 4th, Business
11th, Bill Kaye ~ Sec York IS = Wage demands and political
consclousness,
W/E 14th/15, Regional School.Leeds.WesternCapitalism and State Capit~
alisn/Youth and Education/GMWU and Dual Unionisn,
Sperkers to be confirmed,
18th. Business
25%th. Iaurie Taylor = Lecturer in Social Psycholgy at York =
on Crime and Ideology

DECEMBER 1ls% (Tues) Paul Foot - Author,Political journalist,and member of

National Committee - The need for Revolutionary Unity.

2nd e Business

9th. Tan Collins and Dave Gibson -~ Marxist criticism of
literature.

16th, Business

23rd. W

3Qth, i




1971
JAWUARY 7th, Business
14th, "
21s8t, Tony CIiff - Founder meuwber IS,Executive Committee member—
The Employers' and Government Offensive
28th, Business
FEBRUARY A4th, Tony Weedham - Sec, Cambridgz IS - The Permanent Arms
Econonmy
14th, Business
18th, Dick Williams ~ Regional Organiser ~ Productivity Deals
25th, Business
MARC H ith, Treland
llth, Business
Thurs 12th. Higel Harris - Ex editor International Socialism -
Thrid World and China
18th, Bob Looker -~ Gremsci and Italy
25th, Business
APRTT, 1st. L
8th, 0
15th, "
22nd, i
29th. The Condition of the Working Class in England
1840 ~ 1900
MAY (Sun)2nd, May Day parade and Gala
S5th, Business
12th, Joan Smith = NC mepbter - The Russian Revolution
and Clydeside
19th, Business
26th, The 30's - Sluap and the rise of Fascism
JUNE 2nd, business
9the The 50's — The Cald War and anti-Colonial atrugpgle
l6th. Business
23rd. The 60's and into the 70's - the Monolith breaks;

prospects for revolution,

The Branch has also got a football tean,For Information
contact Stew Hamblin,Flat 4,16 St.Saviourgate,York

For further detaill of branch activity contact

Bill Kaye,20 Newttn Terrace, York,




